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PDF data extraction software can work differently depending on whether the PDF is scanned or computer generated. Scanned PDF files need to be converted to text with OCR (Optical Character Recognition). Native PDF files already have text that is 100% accurate so using OCR only introduces inefficiency and expense. SimpleOCR offers solutions that can quickly scan and extract data from native PDF files or use OCR if the PDF is a scanned document.


Cloud OCR vs Sunshine OCR
 
VS.



With the development of Cloud Computing, more and more OCR solutions started to move processing to the cloud. There are several major Cloud OCR solutions like AWS Textract (from Amazon), Azure AI Vision (from Microsoft), Google Cloud Vision AI, as well as more specialized solutions like ABBYY Vantage.
These days it is much harder to find an OCR data capture solution that is not fully or partly cloud-based.



Sunshine Software or Sunshine OCR refers to on-premise Optical Character Recognition software that requires no internet connection to operate. Since there is no Cloud involved, we are calling it Sunshine Software to shine a light on the advantages of avoiding the Cloud.
We call it “Sunshine” because it’s catchy and makes us smile. But also because there is no good marketing term for this type of software. Before the “Cloud” became popular, it was known as simply as “Software.” After the development of Cloud Computing, it has been referred to as On-Prem, On-Premise, On-Site, Offline, Local, Native, Self-Hosted, In-House and other terms, but none of them highlight the benefits it has over the Cloud like Sunshine Software.
Cloud OCR or Sunshine OCR?



In the ever-evolving landscape of technology, businesses are faced with critical decisions regarding the deployment of software. Two prominent models, cloud-based and sunshine-based (on-premise) software, offer distinct approaches to meeting organizational needs. Understanding the differences between these models is essential for making informed decisions aligned with business goals and requirements.
Key Characteristics
Cloud-Based OCR Software:
Cloud OCR software operates on remote servers accessible over the internet. This model offers unparalleled scalability, allowing businesses to […]
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Total Cost of Ownership of an OCR Software
What is TCO (total cost of ownership)?
Total Cost of Ownership
The Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) is a financial estimate intended to help buyers and owners determine the direct and indirect costs of a product or service. It is a management accounting concept that can be used in full cost accounting. (Wikipedia).
TCO is a popular concept when it comes to comparing Software. It allows you to estimate the cost of using the OCR software and plan your automation strategy according to your possible workload and budget over time.
There are several aspects that are too circumstantial to be able to include in general cost estimates, but there are some that we know for a fact, and we can combine them in a total cost of ownership for each OCR scenario and compare them to the possible solutions on the market.
Front-End Cost
The first and most obvious element is front-end cost. This is the price that will be presented with the product, and the marketing team will be pointing towards special offers and discounts to cut it down. It is an important factor, but it is far from everything you would need to take into account. And yet, even here, there are different options. Some of the OCR solutions will offer you the “pay and forget” option of making one payment right here, right now. However, lately, the annual cost or subscription model has become more and more popular, allowing customers to spread costs over time and OCR creators to organize a steady flow of income.
Cost of Support and Maintenance
The second element of the total cost of ownership would be the cost of support and maintenance. Theoretically, it is possible to avoid […]
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Aviation and Marine Fuel Invoices



Aviation and Marine fuel invoice processing has a number of data capture and normalization requirements that make them very hard to automate without specialized knowledge and customized business rules.
Our team has implemented aviation, marine, and land fuel transportation invoice automation projects, with some of the top global energy services companies. We have extensive knowledge of these types of invoices and the way that they need to be processed to ensure that the myriad of taxes and fees are captured and applied to the correct fueling.
What Makes Aviation and Marine Invoice Processing So Complex?

	Multiple taxes from multiple jurisdictions apply to each transaction. Excise tax, Environmental tax, LUST tax, VAT, etc.
	Additional fees like Airport, Storage, Intoplane, Flowage, Fuel Surcharge, etc.
	Different vendors use different descriptions for each tax and fee.
	Invoices with multiple itemized fuel transactions but a single summary of taxes and fees that must be applied to each fueling proportionally.
	Sometimes the same data appears in the header, and other times in the line items, sub-tables, or footers.
	Aviation and Marine are international businesses, so handling multiple languages and currencies, exchange rate calculation, and currency conversions must be performed.
	Since the price of fuel changes constantly, slight changes must be accommodated within acceptable tolerance.

Achieving Total Automation




Other invoice solutions capture data only as it appears on the invoice. While some normalization or mapping to known item IDs can be done, it is rare that the data can be imported and matched to a fuel order without additional manual steps. Unless the data being imported matches the expected data line by line, someone must manually reconcile the differences.
When orders are placed for a single uplift, but the vendor sends a daily or weekly […]
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OCR Guide
What is OCR?
OCR stands for Optical Character Recognition and is the technology that allows software to interpret text on scanned images. When this technology is applied to automating business data entry processes it’s referred to as OCR Data Capture.
Many are familiar with popular desktop OCR applications designed to convert scanned images to editable documents. When this process is applied to specific areas of the document containing data fields it’s called zone OCR. But OCR data capture software is more than just simple zone OCR. Modern applications use some or all of these technologies:
	Handprint recognition (ICR or Intelligent Character Recognition) for forms processing.
	Advanced rules-based templates for locating common data elements on pages with different layouts and formatting.
	Artificial intelligence that is able to use point and click user feedback to train recognition templates automatically.
	Natural language processing is able to interpret paragraphs of text and extract meaningful data from them.
	Robotic process automation puts back office integration into the hands of power users instead of programmers.
	Preconfigured form templates and business rules for common applications like invoice processing and healthcare claim forms.

80%
Using the OCR software enables enterprises to reduce the document processing time by as much as 80%
Benefits of using OCR
If not for the trees then do it for the savings on paper, toner, copiers and their services contracts, etc.
How much time is wasted searching for paper files? Digital documents can searched and viewed instantly from anywhere.
Paper is much harder to backup and restore than digital data.
Office square footage and off-site records storage adds to the cost of keeping paper documents.
Government mandates for records retention […] 
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Digitech Systems OCR



Digitech Systems creates an award-winning digitization and content management software and cloud services that deliver Any Document, Anywhere, Anytime®, organizations of all sizes now securely and effectively extract, manage and automate their business information.
The PaperVision and ImageSilo brands are used by thousands of businesses worldwide from global conglomerates to Main Street to help teams pave the path to more meaningful work by transforming how they handle digital files, processes, documents, and more.
Starting with PaperFlow digitization software, subsequent years brought on-premise information management (PaperVision Enterprise, 1998), the world’s first cloud Enterprise Content Management system (ImageSilo, 1999), business process automation (PaperVision Enterprise WorkFlow, 2002), intelligent data capture (PaperVision Capture, 2009), and AI-enabled forms processing (PaperVision Forms Magic™, 2016). The PaperVision®.com cloud-based information management system was introduced in 2020. These products provide unprecedented ease-of-use and architectural flexibility, while balancing fully featured products with a sensible price/performance ratio and legendary customer service.
PaperVision Enterprise performs dependable electronic document management to automate office environments, conserve paper, time, money, and provide peace of mind. Retrieval solutions provide enterprise scalability and functionality with advanced features that enhance your efficiency and protect corporate data. Electronic information is retrieved instantly with our user-friendly graphical interface that displays a complete overview of all your available projects. View, manipulate, print, fax, export, and e-mail documents directly from your PC. On-premise installation or cloud hosted services available.
PaperVision Direct Scan, import, index, and organize paper documents using your existing scanners and multi-function devices (MFD) to create convenient digital files and securely upload them to the cloud. Start scanning documents right at your desk! Turn any vulnerable paper document into a useful digital file that can be securely managed in your PaperVision.com cloud service.
PaperVision Capture Forms Magic adds handwriting […]
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What Document Management Systems are supported by PowerPDF Advanced 2.1?
Q: What Document Management Systems are supported by PowerPDF Advanced 2.1?

A: Document Management System support in the Advanced Edition
	Microsoft® SharePoint Server 2003, 2007, 2010 and 2013 Windows SharePoint Services (WSS)  3.0 and Microsoft Office 365
	eDOCS DM (former Hummingbird Enterprise™ 5.3.1 and 10

Power PDF supports eDOCS systems  if a DM Extensions API is installed and configured on the client machine. The product is also integrated into Windows Explorer DM Extension.
	Interwoven® WorkSite 8.3, 8.5 and 9.3

Power PDF supports Interwoven WorkSite systems if DeskSite 8.2 or FileSite 8.2  for WorkSite 8.3 or FileSite 8.5 for WorkSite 8.5 or DeskSite 9.3 or FileSite 9.3 for Work 9.2 is installed and configured on the client machine. The product is also integrated into DeskSite and FileSite clients. The Nuance implementation warns if a requested document is checked out to another user.
	Livelink® ECM – Enterprise Server 9.7.0 and 10 from OpenText Corp.

Power PDF supports LiveLink ECM if a LiveLink Explorer Professional Windows Client is installed and configured on the client machine.
	OpenText Enterprise Connect

Supports OpenText Content Server through Enterprise Connect if the  Enterprise Connect framework 10.5 or higher is installed and configured on the machine
	NetDocuments SaaS cloud-based storage.

Save files to this web-based storage facility, providing Software as a Service (SaaS).
	Worldox® GX3 and GX4
	EMC2® Documentum 7.1,  6.7

Power PDF supports EMC2 Documentum if a DFC 6.5 client is installed and configured on the client machine.
	Xerox DocuShare 6 and 6.5
	OnBase 13+

To work with Hyland’s OnBase from Power PDF the Nuance module must be licensed on the OnBase server.
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How to have more control over the OCR process in PowerPDF
Q: How to have more control over the OCR process in PowerPDF?  For example, to edit the text in the OCR layer to correct mistakes.

A: As designed, Nuance PowerPDF does not offer this functionality .
Nuance Power PDF program offers a powerful built-in OCR engine but it only offers limited control over the OCR process.  To accomplish what the client is requesting you would specialized Optical Character Recognition (OCR) program such as Nuance® OmniPage®.
There are many advantages in using this Nuance® OmniPage® Optical Character Recognition (OCR) program if you want more control over the OCR process.
	Choose from four formatting levels instead of two (see below)
	Win full control over the OCR process, including:	The ability to manually zone pages
	Access to multi-lingual spell checking and proofing
	Dynamic verifier image display to speed up editing
	Voice readback facility
	And much more.


	Scan new pages into the converted document
	Add new pages from fax, image files or digital cameras
	Save to other formats, including OmniPage’s internal format for document sharing with other OmniPage users.

The four formatting levels offered for saving in OmniPage are:
The pages retain the layout of the originals. Graphics and framed elements are placed in text boxes. Whenever possible, other text is transferred without using text boxes. Power PDF offers this under the name Flowing Column.
The pages retain the layout of the originals, but all elements are placed in text boxes, including text in columns. Power PDF offers this formatting.
Text is decolumnized, but text attributes, graphics and tables are retained.
	Flowing Page
	True Page
	Formatted Text
	Plain Text

Text is decolumnized and rendered as plain text. Graphics and tables are retained, but not in their original locations. This option is convenient for users who want to reformat the content.
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Configuring Nuance PDF output settings to include more than 500 pages per PDF
By default when using the Nuance Full-Text step each PDF that is generated can only contain 500 pages. The following steps can be used to increase the maximum number of pages that each PDF can hold beyond 500 pages.
By default the Nuance full-text step is designed to create 500 page PDF’s. Use the following steps to increase the default number:
This change should be made on all Capture Automation servers that will be generating PDF’s.
	Make a copy of the ClientSettings.xml file located at C:\Program Data\Digitech Systems
	From the desktop, click Start > Run > type services.msc and press <Enter>
	Highlight and right-click the PaperVision ProcessInitiator1 service and choose Stop
	Edit the ClientSettings.xml file using Notepad
	Add the following line of text:<OCRFullTextMaxPagePerDoc>500</OCRFullTextMaxPagePerDoc>
	Change the value from “500” to the number of pages that will be used to create each PDF (e.g. 750)
	Save and close the ClientSettings.xml file
	From the desktop, click Start > Run > type services.msc and press <Enter>
	Highlight and right-click the PaperVision ProcessInitiator1 service and choose Start
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Grooper Document Processing
Grooper was built from the ground up by BIS, a company with 35 years of continuous experience developing and delivering new technology. Grooper is an intelligent document processing and digital data integration solution that empowers organizations to extract meaningful information from paper/electronic documents and other forms of unstructured data.
The platform combines patented and sophisticated image processing, capture technology, machine learning, natural language processing, and optical character recognition to enrich and embed human comprehension into data. By tackling tough challenges that other systems cannot resolve, Grooper has become the foundation for many industry-first solutions in healthcare, financial services, oil and gas, education, and government.
	Single platform
	Patented OCR
	Image processing
	Machine learning
	Natural language processing
	Zero code
	Zero templates
	Open architecture
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PDF Processing with FineReader and FineReader Server
How to create a PDF from Microsoft® Word, Excel, or PowerPoint

 
How to convert emails to PDF

 
How to Split a PDF
Create new PDF documents or separate PDF documents combined in one easily with FineReader PDF 15.
Learn how to split PDFs and extract pages easily.

 
 
How to create and edit interactive PDF forms
Watch this video and see how to edit and create interactive PDF forms quickly and easily.
Form Editor tool in FineReader PDF 15 allows creating and editing fillable PDF forms with text and date fields, dropdown lists, list boxes, checkmarks, radio buttons, signature fileds and action buttons. Collect information and create effective document templates with ease!

 
How to extract text from scanned PDFs

 
 
How to extract tables

 
 
How can I verify if the digital signature is valid?
If you open a document with a valid digital signature in FineReader, you will see a green notification Valid on the left panel of ABBYY FineReader PDF 15:
  



Recognizing a document with existing text layer in FineReader PDF 15
	Open FineReader PDF 15;
	Go to Tools > Options > OCR;
	In the PDF recognition mode select Use OCR option:



	 Click OK;
	 Recognize your document again.

 
 
How to convert a document into an accessible PDF/UA
Make your mixed documents—PDF, scanned, photographed, or papers— digital and accessible.
In this […]
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Using FlexiLayout Studio to Design Data Capture Templates
FlexiLayout: How to capture a table using Repeating Group if table header is on each page
In some cases, we might have a table that we are not able to capture correctly using a traditional method – Table element. In such cases, we usually use Repeating Group element.
But what if we come across a multi-page document that has a table header on each page?




We can use two following methods to capture such a table using the Repeating Groups.
Using Absolute search area constraints
To limit the search area to the table area so that it doesn’t capture unnecessary text outside of the table, we can use Absolute search area constraints in the Search Constraints tab.
You can measure the area with the Measure Rectangle tool.




Using nested Repeating groups
Sometimes it might be not suitable to use the Absolute search area constraints method because other tables using this layout might have different positions and lengths of elements, thus making it not convenient to use the method, because you will have to re-measure the area every single time.
In such a case, you can use the nested Repeating group method.
	Create the first, “main” Repeating group that will include the Table header and footer. 



	Next, create the nested RG in the first RG. The relations are as follows: 



	These are the main steps, other elements in the RG don’t need any specific settings and should be designed according to the needed results.

Additional information
FlexiLayout: Capturing a table using Repeating Group
 
How to reliably capture elements in FlexiLayout Studio if the image resolution can vary
When the image resolution varies, then the search area of elements based on absolute offsets can miss […]


Catherine2022-06-21T14:41:43-04:00Tags: Automate Data Entry, Automatic Document Separation, Batch OCR, Batch OCR PDF, Batch OCR Software, Data Capture, Data Extraction, Document Classification, Document Processing Software, Electronic Data Capture, Extract Text from Image, Forms Processing, OCR Tables, PDF Data Extraction, PDF Text Extraction, Table Extraction, Zonal OCR, Zone OCR|
  Read More 

	  



 



ABBYY Vantage
ABBYY Vantage leverages AI machine learning and a huge library of document “skills” to provide out-of-the-box data capture for all kinds of documents.
Vantage provides a simple way to implement new data capture processes without the need for programmers.
It takes the FlexiCapture platform, hosts it in the cloud, and dramatically simplifies the interface. The thousands of settings you can use with FlexiCapture to build templates are managed by the AI, giving you a simple point and click interface to create new document capture workflows.
The “Skills” library gives you pre-configured capture workflows for hundreds of the most common documents. Simply connect them to your import and export destinations and you are ready to go, saving you hours or even days of development time.
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UiPath RPA OCR Solutions
OCR data capture automation workflow development using UiPath RPA.
While we specialize in OCR data capture solutions, our certified UiPath integrators can help you with any aspect of your robotic process automation initiative. From planning to rollout to user training and bot development, our RPA specialists will ensure best practices are implemented and ROI is realized.
Contact us to get a quote or an online demo of our UiPath OCR solutions.
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ABBYY FlexiCapture SDK On-Premise
ABBYY FlexiCapture SDK enables software developers to quickly create applications that extract meaning from documents. FlexiCapture SDK is ideal for system integrators, developers, and service providers who want to integrate powerful data capture capabilities into their solutions. Through the use of ABBYY’s machine learning and AI, end customers are able to process more transactions, faster, and with fewer errors, improving customer service, reducing costs, and making smarter process decisions.
FlexiCapture SDK, as a delivery option of the FlexiCapture platform, provides developers with a powerful and flexible toolkit to smoothly integrate ABBYY’s industry-leading data capture technologies to empower their own products and services according to vertical market needs.
Licensing is based on number of developers for the base SDK, then annual page counts for the perpetual license. All of the functionality supported by ABBYY FlexiCapture is included in the license, with a few exceptions.
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Robotic Process Automation
Introducing Robotic Process Automation
RPA stands for Robotic Process Automation and it represents a new approach to business automation that helps minimize the technical hurdles required for implementing new workflows.




Traditional business process automations rely on application programming interfaces (APIs) to allow systems to exchange data. This approach has two main drawbacks:
	The application vendor must make those APIs available
	A programmer needs to write custom code to interface with them

If your software vendor does not provide an interface for consuming the data you need to automate, then you’re out of luck. And even if they do, the development costs can eliminate the ROI if the transaction volume isn’t large enough.
RPA tools avoid the API problem by interfacing directly with the application user interface just like a human would do. They use artificial intelligence and machine learning to “watch” the operator perform a task within the application then creates its own program (called a “bot”) to mimic it. This means that:
	Bots can do anything a human can do within the application
	Users can create a bot without writing code

Practically speaking, an experienced robotic process automation consultant with programming experience is required to roll out an RPA solution enterprise-wide, and most users will only be able to automate small, routine tasks without assistance. Business-critical, high-volume automations will still involve coding. But RPA dramatically reduces the implementation time and avoids the need to retrofit APIs for software applications that were not designed to support them.
Using RPA with OCR Data Capture



OCR Data Capture is one of the most common business processes to automate with RPA. Taking data stored in paper or electronic documents and […]
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How to scan documents to searchable PDF files



If you don’t already have a scanner, and scanning to searchable PDF files is the only thing you need to do, you will find many document scanners that can perform this function. Most desktop and high-speed document scanners come with software that has this basic capability. However these often have limited functionality and you may prefer a more robust application.
To create searchable PDFs with any scanner, use Desktop OCR software applications like FineReader, ReadIRIS, or OmniPage. These programs can also be used to convert images to MS Word, Excel, and other editable formats.
There are also more affordable PDF converters that have fewer OCR features and limit output to PDF files.
You can find a complete guide to OCR software here.
For high-volume applications, use OCR servers to give everyone on your network the ability to create searchable PDFs on a dedicated server.
Enterprise site licensing, concurrent user licensing and cloud-based solutions are also available. Please contact us for more information or a quote for desktop OCR and PDF converter site licensing options.
You may use SimpleIndex to automatically extract data from searchable PDFs for indexing, automatic file naming, and integration with custom database or document management applications. This is a very fast and accurate way to set keyword metadata for searching. It has both Tesseract and FineReader OCR options for creating searchable PDFs, and is available in desktop or server versions.
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PaperVision Capture Forms Magic
PaperVision Capture Forms Magic adds handwriting recognition, forms processing, invoice processing or healthcare claims forms templates and business rules to their high-volume document scanning and data capture platform.
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OCR Consulting Services
OCR Experts for Any Project
Our unique team of OCR experts are equipped to help out with OCR projects of any size or complexity. We have support specialists that can remotely configure desktop solutions in a matter of minutes and expert systems integrators with years of programming, database design, and robotic process automation experience.
Desktop OCR



Use our online store to order desktop OCR applications and our staff will be happy to answer your setup questions via email or web chat.
Remote configuration and training services using GotoMeeting are available for a low hourly rate.
Let Us OCR That For You
Got a one-time conversion and don’t want to hassle with software? Upload your scanned document to us and we’ll send back the converted files. Optional verification service corrects recognition errors and layout issue for a low hourly rate.
Data processing for forms, reports, directories, and other documents is also available with output to CSV, Excel, XML, JSON, SQL, etc.
Contact us and if possible provide a sample, total pages, desired output and whether you want us to correct the results after OCR and we’ll reply back with a quote right away. Prices start at $50 for up to 1,000 pages.
Batch Scanning & OCR Servers



Automate document scanning and digital document archival processes using zone OCR, barcode recognition, database integration and other technologies.
Small business systems and single document workflows can be setup remotely via GotoMeeting, usually in just a few hours. Chat now if we’re online or leave a message to schedule a consultation.
Data Capture and Forms Processing
Advanced data extraction solutions that can turn the most complex documents into structured data ready […]
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OCR Data Capture
What is OCR Data Capture?



OCR stands for Optical Character Recognition and is the technology that allows software to interpret text on scanned images. When this technology is applied to automating business data entry processes it’s referred to as OCR Data Capture.
Many are familiar with popular desktop OCR applications designed to convert scanned images to editable documents. When this process is applied to specific areas of the document containing data fields it’s called zone OCR. But OCR data capture software is more than just simple zone OCR. Modern applications use some or all of these technologies:
	Handprint recognition (ICR or Intelligent Character Recognition) for forms processing.
	Advanced rules-based templates for locating common data elements on pages with different layouts and formatting.
	Artificial intelligence that is able to use point and click user feedback to train recognition templates automatically.
	Natural language processing is able to interpret paragraphs of text and extract meaningful data from them.
	Robotic process automation puts back office integration into the hands of power users instead of programmers.
	Preconfigured form templates and business rules for common applications like invoice processing and healthcare claim forms.

Enterprise data capture systems provide interfaces for scanning, recognition, data verification and export, as well as management and monitoring tools to track large volumes of documents and data through the workflow.
Who can benefit from OCR data capture software?



Any organization that collects data from paper documents, or electronic files like PDF and Office documents, can get a very high return on investment by automating the data entry with OCR data capture software.
You do need to have a significant number of documents to […]
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Why are the prices of OCR applications so different?
OCR software ranges in price from freeware all the way up to tens of thousands of dollars. What explains the difference between these applications? Here’s the breakdown:
	OCR Freeware uses the SimpleOCR or Tesseract engines and provide limited scanning and output format capabilities. Recognition quality is generally poor except for the highest quality document images.

	PDF OCR Converters provide good quality OCR engines like ABBYY, IRIS and OmniPage, but limit the output to searchable PDF files. These cost less than $100.

	Standard OCR applications range from $100-$200 and provide full OCR capabilities including converting scans to Word, Excel, HTML and other editable formats.

	Corporate OCR applications add advanced features like automated hotfolder processing, concurrent licensing and other features useful for business applications. Pricing for these is $200-$500.

	OCR Servers provide scalable, enterprise OCR services for processing very high volumes of documents or providing OCR capabilities to users throughout the organization. Prices start around $1,500 and go up based on processing volume.

	Enterprise Data Capture and Forms Processing applications are used to capture structured data from complex documents like healthcare claim forms and invoices that include things like tables, handwriting, checkboxes, and movable zones. These solutions can cost anywhere from around $1,000 to hundreds of thousands of dollars depending on the document volume and complexity of the project.
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Using OCR to capture data from tables and reports
Data that repeats over and over again in a document can be OCR’d to Microsoft Excel, Google Sheets and other spreadsheet formats, or a SQL Database like Access, SQL Server, MySQL and Oracle.
Inexpensive Desktop OCR products like FineReader, ReadIRIS and OmniPage can automatically convert data from tables to Excel and other spreadsheets, as long as the columns are standard and don’t “overlap” such that different field values appear in the same column area, like when one row of each record represents one set of columns and a second row has additional column data.
Converted data will require some clean-up before it is usable in any database or software application, and it is difficult to convert large numbers of documents in batches this way. But it’s a good way to produce structured data from large single reports or small batches of similar report data.
For more complex tables, tables with similar data but different formats on different documents (like Invoices), tables with nested structure like header and detail rows, Enterprise Forms Processing software is required to turn these documents into structured data like XML, JSON or SQL database tables.
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Using OCR with Robotic Process Automation (RPA)



Robotic Process Automation can simulate human user interfaces to allow code-free application integration for data entry workflows
Robotic Process Automation applications like UiPath and Blue Prism have revolutionized the way that enterprises provide systems integrations and automate repetitive tasks. For any task that involves data that comes on a document, OCR is needed to fully automate it.
An example RPA OCR workflow using an Accounts Payable Invoice automation would be:
	Bot signs on to Vendor website
	Bot navigates to Invoice Download page and downloads invoice batch PDF
	PDF is handed off to FlexiCapture for Invoices RPA interface for data extraction
	XML is returned to Bot containing header (invoice number, date) and line item data (items, quantities, pricing) for each invoice
	Bot opens accounts payable data entry screen in accounting software
	Data from each invoice is entered and submitted by the Bot

Since RPA simulates the clicks and keystrokes that would normally be made by a human operator, bots are able to interface with any software, database or website regardless of whether an Application Programming Interface (API) has been made available. This gets around the hardest part of most data entry automation processes–the need to write code.
ABBYY FlexiCapture integrates with RPA applications like UiPath and Blue Prism to perform OCR data capture services that can be called directly from a bot’s workflow.
ABBYY FineReader Corporate and FineReader Server can be integrated for full-text OCR.
Our OCR experts are also UiPath certified and can deliver end-to-end RPA OCR solutions for your project. Please […]
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Using Artificial Intelligence to train OCR templates
Modern Forms Processing applications have AI-based training algorithms that let users point and click on the location of data in their documents and create OCR templates automatically.
This bypasses the technical requirements of creating complex OCR templates, especially for varied documents like Invoices where the data doesn’t always appear in the same place.
But how good are these AI-based training systems?
In our experience they work well when you have:
	Good quality scanned images
	Clearly labeled data
	Tables with regular columns

Point and click style training doesn’t work quite as well with:
	Poor quality images
	Data that appears within paragraphs
	Tables with overlapping columns, subtotal rows, etc.

These types of documents can still be captured with OCR but they will usually require an experienced technician to manually configure the template.
For natural language data like legal documents, a new artificial intelligence technology called NLP (Natural Language Processing) is available. These work by attempting to “understand” the language used in documents to interpret the location of data points based on meaning. ABBYY FlexiCapture also supports NLP-based training for these types of documents.
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How to use Zone OCR when the data can be in different locations?
Modern Forms Processing software can use rules-based templates for locating data on documents based on label keywords, data types, regular expression pattern matching and other methods.
The most common example in business is an Invoice. Businesses receive invoices from 1000s of different vendors, each with important information like the Invoice Number, Due Date and Total needed to process the document, but each vendor invoice is formatted a little differently than the others.
Software like ABBYY FlexiCapture will look for keywords like “Invoice Number” or variations like “Inv #” and “Invoice No.” to locate the invoice number value on each invoice.
These applications are also able to capture complex table data and output to formats like Excel or a SQL Database, especially when it doesn’t line up into regular columns.
In recent years, artificial intelligence based training has made it possible to simply point and click on the location of data on documents as you process them and generate these templates automatically, dramatically reducing the need for ongoing expert help these systems require.
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Knowledge Base
The SimpleOCR Knowledge Base contains frequently asked questions and answers, technical guides and general information on a broad range of optical character recognition, handprint recognition, data capture, PDF OCR, AP invoice scanning and zone OCR applications.
Contact Us for FREE Consultation on Your OCR Project
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